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Supporting Family Involvement and Readiness for Young Children Using Technology

	How much time should we give our children to spend on media and technology? Should we cut down the time we allow? Do our children need so much time with technology and media at a young age? In today’s society, our children are surrounded by technology and media at a young age. It is something that we may not be able to control just because of how popular it is in today’s society technology shapes todays society. Alternatively, the parents are taking the initiative to limit technology and media when it comes to raising their children.
	Parents are using television, iPhones, iPad, and Androids as a babysitter when they are either too tired after a long day at work or when they are busy cooking cleaning, etc. As parents yes, it might be the more natural way to keep your child entertained or occupied, it is also reasonable and helpful for the parents to get their work done when they get home. We also have to take into consideration how it is affecting your child's brain development and growth in the long run. Although we do have educational games and TV shows a child only learns a certain amount from technology. They can also view and be exposed to things that you might not want them to watch and learn about at a young age.
	The following issue is something that we should address now. If we can bring it up to parents, babysitters, and teachers, we can help stop something that is affecting our youths. The issue is the greatest when the child is at a young age. As a parent, when your child is crying your solution should not be, giving them an iPad or allowing television, due to the fact it will become a habit. As a result, they will always expect some source of technology when they cry. In order to avoid picking up, a device parents and caregivers could try singing to their child, reading a book, giving them a toy, they can even play music from there phone without having the child staring at the screen.
	“New technology is common, new thinking is rare.” Letting young children use technology and media can either have a positive or negative effect on children. It all depends on the parents or guardians and how they raise the child. For example, there’s nothing wrong with letting your child watch television. It brings entertainment to the young child, but another factor is what are you allowing your child to view? Is it educational? Is it beneficial to children? How long should they be allowed to watch television or use technology? Training a child with certain habits from a young age as they get older will become harder for them to break out of them. As they get older and they have these habits instilled in them, you as a parent might feel some guilt that you cause it, or you are the person to blame. At that point, it might not necessarily be late to change or even break them out of the habit, but it definitely won't be an easy task to complete.
	This is a summary from an Education News or Newspaper source. In particular, this came from the newspaper by the name of The New York Times written by Bruce Feiler. This article outlines my chosen advocacy issue of technology and media with young children. This author’s perspective shares with readers when technology becomes a problem in a child’s life. The author continues to tell us that technology and media can become a threat in your children lives and at times we may too busy and caught up with experience to realize this. Our children can fall into depression, obesity along with a few other health risks. 
Feiler shares with us; he had the opportunity to interview 60 families about cell phones, homework, bedtimes social media punishments, and family time. According to the following article children received their first cellphones around 7th and 8th grade a few parents waited until high school. Parents claimed that they gave their kids hand me down cellphones and they turned off special features such as Wi-Fi and Siri. For those parents who didn’t give their child a cell phone, they were able to make their child feel better about by letting them use the family iPad to communicate with friends. When it comes time for homework Feiler asked parents should children be allowed to talk with friends while doing homework? Surprisingly two-thirds of parents said yes, and one third said no. A few parents believe that if their child needs help with homework, they should be able to ask their parents for help rather than relying on a friend. Lastly, I found when it comes to punishment for a child; parents do not take it lightly. Feiler completed research in this category after reading the article it is stated that after one parent took away her son device for three weeks, she explains that at first, he was very upset about not having his phone. However, he got used of the idea, and he became more pleasant. Another parent shares her story, she told her that she pays for her daughter’s phone plan and she took advantage and ended up going over her data several times. After her daughter kept going over the phone plan she spoke to her daughter and told her she could start babysitting to earn some cash to pay for going over the plan. 
Throughout the article from the New York Times, I believe the author was not biased at all. Feiler was able to share with us his experience, and the data he collected in 2016 from asking parents about the different effect technology has on children he also spoke about the separate area that technology effects a child within their growth and development. I selected this source too because I found it creative that Feiler was able to ask the parent about where the noticed technology effects their child. Moreover, he was able to share with us how they deal with their child and what they think and their opinions about this topic. After reading Feiler article, we can see a few tips and tricks parents use and make we can use this with the children in our lives today.
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